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For the love of the sport 

Culver headlines group of athletes excelling for 

Elgin Blue Wave master swim team 

By Alex Lawson 

Reprinted from the COURIER-NEWS Tuesday 07/20/2010 

 

Caption:

 
Elgin Blue Wave swimmer Ben Culver makes his way through the pool at The Centre of Elgin. Culver set a pair of state records at 

the Illinois Masters Swimming Association State Championship in April. Dave Shields | For The Courier-news 
 
 

With over 60 members ranging from ages 18 to 66, the Elgin Blue Wave 

master swim team has an abundance of intriguing storylines. 

 

Chief among them might be 34-year-old Elgin graduate Ben Culver, who 

set two state records in the 400 individual medley and the 1,000 

freestyle at the Illinois Masters Swimming Association State 
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Championship in April. 

 

Masters swimming is segmented by age groups, and Culver's 

final 1000 freestyle time of 9:46.65 was the fastest across all age 

groups. 

 

Culver's success seemed to be something of a catalyst for the 

rest of the team as the Blue Wave rallied from a 90-point deficit 

against the Chicago Smelt on the final day of competition to finish 

in third place, a considerable feat for a 60-swimmer team in a 

competition typically dominated by squads carrying over 100 swimmers. 

 

"For (Culver) to do that is really incredible," said 

Blue Wave head coach Corrine Grotenhuis. "He's worked 

hard for a long time and it really showed off in that state 

meet." 

 

After graduating from Elgin in 1994, Culver swam at Southern Illinois 

University for four years and immediately joined up with the Blue 

Wave for the first two years following his collegiate career. After 

that, though, Culver drifted from his passion. 

 

"I got big and fat," Culver recalled with a chuckle. 

"Then I got married in 2002 and lost about 50 pounds in the 

spring of 2003. I got back into swimming with Corrine mostly because 

of triathlons and she really helped me with it." 

 

Though Culver is an exceptionally talented individual performer, he 

is quick to give credit to the entire Blue Wave for helping him to 

reach his potential, starting with Grotenhuis. 

 

"It all revolves around Corrine," said Culver. 

"You can try to push yourself and do longer sets, but until 

you have someone yelling at you and pushing you, you'll never 

be as good as you can. 

 

"That goes for teammates, too. I can't tell you how 

much it helps to have people swimming in the lanes next to me at 

practice. They may not be as fast as me, but it helps to have two or 

three other people going through what I'm going through and 

helping me out." 

 

Plenty of Culver's teammates garnered their own success at the 

meet, as three of the team's oldest swimmers - 

58-year-old Jim Campana, 56-year-old Jack Eggar and Catherine Quill, 

61, - each advanced to U.S. Masters Swimming National Short 

Course Championships. At nationals, Quill had five top-10 finishes, 

Campana had three and Eggar had one. 
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Oz Osborne, 63, is one of the oldest swimmers on the team and has 

also helped Grotenhuis coach and recruit for the past five years. At 

state, he competed in 11 events and won two of them while tallying 

seven top-three finishes. 

 

"All these people are here because they want to be," 

Osborne said. "I am the main recruiter and I tell people I see 

that it's not like high school and college where you're 

here because someone is making you or you have to fill scholarship 

requirements or anything like that. These people really have a 

passion for this. They do this because they really want to get better 

and it's a nice stress reliever." 

 

The Blue Wave is mostly dormant for now as a large contingent of the 

team, including Culver and 36-year-old Jennifer Harrison, use the 

summer months to train and participate in triathlons. The team will 

pick up action again in late September, and Grotenhuis said she was 

hopeful the team can build on such a strong showing at the state 

meet. 

 

"The team this year was the biggest I ever had," 

Grotenhuis said. "I expect most of them to be back and 

everyone should grow and develop and hopefully we can do even better 

at state and get some more state records." 

 

 


